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'Climbing my grandfather’

This implies that the grandfather will catch him if he falls, this also suggest that the speaker is
comfortable around their Grandfather.

This suggest there is an element of danger and excitement when the speaker is with the
grandfather

First person provides a more personal tone.

* "Finger is Smooth and Thick like warmice.”

Oxymoron implies that the Grandad life is never the same, and also has a danger element.

The child like simile shows affection for Grandfather
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'Singh Song'

This shows he is not seen as trustworthy by his ‘daddy’ and that he is only entrusted with
running one shop.

Presentation of racial stereotypes.1st person implies that the speaker is talking directly to his wife.

Use of pun immediately establishes a playful tone against some serious matter, highlights
immaturity of the speaker

Enjambment makes poem sound happy and cheerful like a song, Also adds the rhythm.

Repetition shows unity or togetherness
Loose use of playful rhythm and half-rhythm to heighten sense of exuberance

Juxtaposition of traditional Indian and English imagery
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'Singh Song' 3

5 of 32

Implies that the narrator sees that love is more important than money.

Repetition of each night gives impression of mandatory to what may once have been a
spontaneous/romantic relationship.

Repetition also gives couple conversation rhythm which shows closeness of the couple

Can be seen as a commentary on a immigrant experience in Britain and the hostility and isolation
that is felt from the 'indigenous' population.

There is also an element to which we might think it's a comment on whether love requires or self-
deception concerning the men’s relationship with his wife.
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Before we were mine 2

* “Now your ghost clatters towards me over George square”

Relics of scared religious object from the past — to the narrator, her mother’s glamour is precious,
but ghost highlights how it’s in the past and won’t return

This also implies that her mother has died

* “That glamorous love last were you sparkie and waltz and laugh hefore you were
mine”

Repetition empathises the difference between then and now. It also develops the possessive tone
that's caused by using the word ‘now’.

Repetition of ‘and’, plus the power of three emphasises how many energetic qualities the narrator
thinks the mother had.

Written in 3 equal stanzas of 5 lines each structured around different phases in time.
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follower' 2

lllustrates size and represents son living in his shadow”

* “jtis now my father who keeps stumhling behind me, and will not go away.”
Slight tone of resentment

Roles reversal, his father has lost his strength and agility whereas Heaney has gained it.

* Structure:

Final 2 lines show that they have switched roles , his father has lost his strength and agility whereas
Heaney has gained it.

Heaney uses his poem to show that as the parental role switched as the ‘parents’ get older
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'‘Eden rock' 2

11 of 32

 “The sky whitens as If lit by three suns”

Christian image of the trinity; father, son, holy spirit or; mother father and son.

Colour connotation, “white” is pure, heavenly colour.

final line separated from the stanza-emphasises narrator’s current separations from parents.
Stanza 1 and 2 introduction of parents reflects each other shows close relationship.

Poet’s father died when poet was 7. Poet was an only child, and was never married, his loneliness
is reflected in his poems.
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'‘walking away' 2

* “That hesitant figure eddying away”
Unsure about leaving, maybe because he’s not ready

Simile shows the son is away from his parents, and highlights how natural this is.

Only way to find his own path is to walk away from the safety and protection from his parents. His
father has faith in his son that he will lead a good life.

Same line length for each stanza, suggest that the narrator is steadily walking away and creating
distance.

Speaker talks about part of loving is letting go, and sometimes letting go is for the best.
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'the farmers bride' 2

The use of the made up verb ‘runned’ instead of ‘ran’ is another example of the colloquial speech
of the farmer.

Leaves a haunting image

The simile compares the girl to an animal, which implies he has no respect for her welfare

Written as a dramatic monologue from the farmer’s point of view, his new wife has no voice, like
many other women during the early 1900s, where women were inferior. (links to context)
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'‘Letter from Yorkshire" 2

* “INatching the same news in different houses, our souls tap out messages across
the icy miles”

Distances between them but by communicating it brings them together.
Watching the same news shows their lives aren’t so different therefore they feel closer

“Icey” implies she doesn't like being away from him. This means that she feels cold without him.

written in three verses, this reflects neutral speech stanza length feeling between them don't
change even though there is distance between them.

Lives in Yorkshire for a few years before moving to London, she writes about the struggles of
having a long distance friendship.
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'‘Neutral tones' 2

* “The smile on your mouth was the deadest thing”

The oxymoron contrast the idea that similes should be positive, however here a simile is portrayed
as lifeless, this emphasises her complete lack of feelings towards him.

* “Like an ominous hird a-wing”

Imerg of bird flying away suggest the end of the relationship

Ellipsis represents the time when the relationship came to an end.

Poem begins with the pound this shows how the memory of that day still affects him.

The “t” in “crust “is a sound harsher that “chidden” in the first stanza. This hints the narrator has
become bitter over time.
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'Porphyria’s lover'

* “lt tore the elm-tops down for spite”

Wealth is personified to create anger love; this means that he killed her so that no one will have her

Porphyria seems to be a powerful, positive force in the speaker’s life. Her action contrast to the
weather.

Sibilance emphasises how positive she is to him.

* “And give herself to me forever. But passion sometimes would prevail”
This implies that she is still willing to give herself to him.

The oxymoron in the sexual imagery suggest that he may of taken her virginity however he wants
her to be pure again.

* Structure: rRegular thyme reflects his calmness.
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'sonnet 29’

Addresses lover directly, making it more personal
The exclamation mark makes an exciting tone implies whenever se thinks of him se is happy
Caesura implies that the thought of him last for a while

Semantic field of nature implies that thoughts and feelings for him are constantly growing and
developing

* “Dron heavily down- hurst shattered, everywhere”

She thinks about him a lot her thoughts weighs her down
His present replaces her thought

The caesura emphasises her excitement
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'when we two parted'

* "When we two parted”
He address former lover directly, which makes the poem feel more personal

This contrast the use of ‘they’ that is used in stanza 3, this hints at a bond between the narrator
and his lover which keeps them separated from others.

This could imply that they weren’t really in love. However it is clear that the narrator has been
clearly effective by their parting in a negatively way, so perhaps he’s accusing his lover of only
being half in love with her

Alliteration implies that they were never in love

* “I'hear thy name spoken, and share within its shame”
He hears people talking about the former lover is having, this is painful for him to hear.

Alliteration of the ‘sh’ sound, links to silent.
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'love's Philsophy!'

Increasing scale of imagery implies that the water joins to make larger bury of water. This implies
that loving someone makes you part of something bigger.

Caesura creates a pause, this implies that the narrator thinks it's God's law that everything joins
together.By a woman not being with the narrator is going against God.

Repetition of mingle throughout the poem implies that everything is united

* “And the sunlight clasps the earth, And the moonheams kiss the sea”
Repetition of the noun “And” emphasises the amount of unity in nature
This implies that he wanted to love her but cannot, and therefore is frustrated by this.

The semantic field of nature implies that he believes that humans should fool nature.
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'‘winter swans"

This suggest that they are keeping distance from each other, perhaps because they are avoiding
to talk about their problems

Icebergs have more below the surface then they do on the top. This implies that the metaphor may
suggest that the couple keep things hidden from each other and aren’t communicating, or it could
imply that their relationship has a strong foundation.

Simile implies that they have gone through a rough time in their relationship, but things have
become more stable

* “SIIIW-SIBI]I]iII!I in the lakes Sllill!lle and sand”
Sibilance in this stanza creates a tone of softness

This suggest they’re moving in unison like the swans did .
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'Mother, any distance’

“Mother any distance greater than a single span”

Alliteration shows the distance between his outstretched hands, this implies that he needs two
people to measure anything that is larger than this. It's a small distance, which suggests that his
mother’s support is still important to him.

“You come to help me measure windows, pelmets, doors, the acres of the walls, prairies
of the floor”

“Doors and floors” rhyme; however “hand” and “span” only half rhyme- this shows dislocation
between him and his mother

Metaphors and hyperbole creates image of vast, open spaces this hints of adventure and
exploration, but also suggest that he feels daunted

He’s a kite starting to fly, but his mother is the anchor keeping him safe and secure. Short syntax
slows the pace of the poem, this suggest that he feels apprehensive throughout.
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