Persuading you to think again.

Non-fiction comes in all shapes and sizes. We’ve looked
at quite a few personal accounts of experience, as this is
commonly set for GCSE, but you could be confronted with
anything. So, this week, we're looking at an excerpt from a
very different kind of non-fiction book.

The Life You Can Save was written by philosopher Peter
Singer, a man who has been named one of “The 100 Most
Influential People in the World” by Time magazine. In this
book, he uses many different techniques to persuade readers
that we have to change the way we think about world poverty.

In this excerpt, Singer tries to persuade us through ethical
argument. Let's see how he does it:

1) Through the way he relates to the reader:

a. Direct address to “you”.

b. Establishes his authority on the subject.

c. Assumes agreement to a “common-sense” view.
d. Use of rhetorical questions to make you think.
e. Appeal to emotion and reader’s sympathy.

2) Through the way he structures and supports his argument:
a. Parallels between two anecdotes.
b. Use of analogy to shift from concrete to abstract ideas.

c¢. Use of impressive numbers.

3) Through powerful uses of language:
a. Contrasting language in anecdotes; powerful in different ways.

b. Immediacy of present tense narrative.
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Write a three or four-paragraph
response to the ethical
dilemma presented here,
weighing up different
alternatives for action before
coming to a conclusion. You'll
find links to some different
dilemmas to try at www.
gcseresult.co.uk

Select a topic about which you
believe young people need to
change the way they think.
Write the text for a persuasive
speech that could be given in
an assembly or uploaded to
YouTube.
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The Life You Can Save

CONTRASTING LANGUAGE
IN ANECDOTES

M The first anecdote is in informal

and quite emotive language.
M The second is in a more
objective, more formal, news-
like language.

H The contrast keeps the subject

varied, and also subtly shifts
attention from a more informal
to a more formal focus; from
the engaging classroom “moral
dilemma” discussion, to the
much more serious business of
one child’s death.

The Life You Can Saveis by
Peter Singer, and is available
from Picador, priced £8.99.
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USE OF NUMBERS T0 SUPPORT
THE ARGUMENT

M “10 million children under five
years old die from causes related
to poverty.”

H Use of large numbers makes
any statement seem more
authoritative, and the shift from

one child’s death to 10 million
@ Zeitoun: descriptive writing

children’s deaths is shocking.
uncovered.
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