
Cambridge v. Oxford 

The nature of the two teams competing means that many of the attendees at the event 

are rich, privileged and politically powerful. This means that certain people view it in high 

regards, whereas to others it is not very important. 

The boat race was interrupted by a protester who swam across paths of the boats, 

meaning that the race had to be temporarily stopped. He claims that he was protesting 

against the rich and wealthy and powerful in this country. This particular incident has met 

with different responses. 

 How have they used language and what does this show about their attitude 

towards the incident and the protester? 

 What is the newspaper’s editorial viewpoint on the incident? 

 Can you tell what the audience of each paper might feel about the boat race 

from the way that the newspaper has written about the incident? 

The Observer 

 
 

The Daily Mail

 



The Sun 

 
 

The Independent  

 
 

 

 

Have you considered the use of 

 Formal and informal language? 

 Exaggeration and understatement? 

 Fact and opinion? 

 Pun? 

 Humour? 

 Dramatic language? 


